
Regarding Pooka, shepherd lab mix dog:

Pooka stayed with us for 3 weeks. She was very fearful on arriving, and acted as if she had never been in a house, but would go wherever our other dog went in the house, and ever since has been most confident when our somewhat elderly, calm dog is present. She hid from us and cringed when we approached the first few days, but ate well and responded well, although somewhat fearfully, to mild verbal corrections to unwanted behaviors. She was completely outside potty trained from the start, preferring to go potty in our outside dog yard (as opposed to on walks). She was not destructive in the house, although we did not leave her alone in the house. 

She has gradually become less fearful of household noises such as wash machines, but it is new people that bring on intense fear; she goes into hiding if anyone else comes into the house, and will not come out for any amount of treats. 

Within just a couple nights she learned to sleep all night quietly in a crate, with our other dog in the room with her (who sleeps in an open crate). She didn’t like being left out in the yard with or without the other dog, and would try and eventually try to dig out in our bigger yard, or try to bite the chain link fence in a smaller kennel area (but enjoyed a big chew stick in the outside kennel dog house). However, she seemed to feel safe in the crate in the car, and did not become destructive in a cloth car crate. (We suspect leaving her loose in a car would not be a good idea, due to her panic at seeing the public world). 

She eventually became quite affectionate with us, and loved having her tummy rubbed and being scratched, even vying for affection when our other dog was getting it. She would playfully mouth people when excited, but in an affectionate way, and allowed her feet to be wiped, and did not seem aggressive at all, even when very scared. 

Numerous attempt to socialize her, even gradually, to places where other people were present, such as parks, or walks on the street where people were encountered, brought on severe fear reactions: tucked tail, shaking, either freezing in place or trying to flee, and even diarrhea on a few occasions. This did not seem to improve much in the time we had her, but we were advised by a professional trainer to back off and expose her far more gradually to such situations. She will likely need either extremely patient and slow exposure to public situations, or just life in a home with a quiet yard, and minimum of new people coming and going from the home. 

She is smart and very motivated for food treats, and even kibble. Within just a few days of positive reinforcement training sessions in our quiet yard or house, she learned sit, down, stay, and to chase (but not pick up) a ball. 

In the right situation, she could probably make a loving pet, as long as the owner is aware of, and willing to accept that her fear of new people and situations may never completely disappear. 

Pluses:


Completely outside potty trained


Does not seem aggressive; easily manipulated even when afraid


Crate trained at night


Quiet except for verbal little noises to get attention when the other dog is getting 

attention, or when excited to see her caretakers


Smart; learns quickly with positive food reinforcement (loves to eat)


Gets along with other dogs when not overwhelmed by them


Is healthy and cute


Affectionate and excited to see caretakers  once she gets to know and feel safe 

with them

Minuses:


Extreme fear of new situations and new people, and unfamiliar noises: may 

never do well at an active dog park or off leash hiking where unfamiliar 

people are frequently encountered. 


Will need monitoring and reinforcement for good behavior when left alone outside 

in a yard or kennel due to outside anxiety


